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The Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship is an intensive short-term exchange program, created to foster relationships among young Europeans and Americans to build strong linkages and awareness of shared values.  The four-week program will enable teenagers, ages 16-18, to explore U.S. foreign policy priorities such as youth engagement, support for democracy and civil society, and economic prosperity.  The program will consist of a series of lectures, seminar discussions and presentations, and a broad assortment of practical, faculty- and mentor-led workshops.  The coursework and classroom activities will be complemented by community service activities, site visits, social and cultural activities, and homestays with American families to deepen participants’ experience of U.S. society during their exchange.

During the academic residency, participants also will have the opportunity to discuss other topics such as democratic practices, conflict resolution, problem solving, communication skills, critical thinking, tolerance and respect for diversity, youth leadership, team building, and the media.  The institute will explore how freedom of expression provides rights to and imposes responsibilities on citizens.  Upon their return home, participants will implement service projects in their communities and present an alumni project plan to a youth-serving or youth-centered organization in their home country.  These organizations may include the U.S. Mission Youth Councils, American Corners or American Spaces, and exchange alumni associations.

The Institute will take place in June and July 2020; exact dates will be communicated at a later time. This program may require students to leave school before the completion of the semester. Students will require written permission from headmasters to leave early.

Program Host: The program will take place at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana.

Please see below for further details. Please complete the questionnaire and return to the U.S. Embassy Luxembourg at LuxembourgPublicAffairs@state.gov as a PDF by 
Midnight on the 23 February 2020. 

Applicants that are selected for an interview must be available one of the following afternoons - 27-28 February for an in-person interview at the U.S. Embassy in Luxembourg City. 



Further Information: 

Participant Numbers
U.S. Embassy Luxembourg will nominate one principal and one alternate candidate for the Institute. The participants must travel on a J-1 visa and therefore holders of U.S. passports are ineligible to be nominated by U.S. Embassy Luxembourg. The Department of State will approve candidates. You must hold Luxembourg citizenship to be eligible for this program.

Funding
Funding for all U.S.-based activities, in-country and international travel expenses will be provided by the Department of State. These expenses round trip international travel to the United States; a travel allowance; pre-departure orientation; and alumni activities.

Travel arrangements
U.S. Embassy will be responsible for making all travel arrangements and providing international airline tickets for their participants to it is in Purdue University in West Lafayette, in the United States.

Since many participants will be minors and will be traveling from their home country alone, the U.S. host institution will provide adult chaperones to accompany participants on flights between one or two European airports to the United States and back.

Candidate Qualifications

Please note that U.S. passport holders are not allowed to apply for the program.

Applicants must be:
a. 16, 17, or 18 years of age at the time of the program start (be born between June 22, 2000, and June 22, 2003);
b. Highly proficient in English, as demonstrated in a personal interview or the results of a standardized test;
c. Committed to enrolling in high school or university in their home countries in fall 2020, following completion of the Institute;
 diplomacy;
e. Indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States;
f. Sustained high level of academic achievement, as indicated by academic grades, awards, and teacher recommendations;
g. Demonstrate a commitment to community and extracurricular activities;
h. Have had little or no prior U.S. study or travel experience in the United States;
i. Be mature, responsible, independent, confident, open-minded, tolerant, thoughtful and inquisitive;
j. Willing and able to fully participate in an intensive summer program, community service, and active educational travel program;
k. Comfortable with campus life, shared living accommodations, travel and interaction with a multinational, coed group of participants from across Europe and the United States, and comfortable with engaging various Americans in the broader community.  Able to adjust to cultural and social practices different from those of their home countries.

Alumni
U.S. Embassy will follow up with the participants after the U.S. Institute and support them in alumni activities appropriate to the program goals.  The U.S. host institution will also provide long-distance support to alumni. 

Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship Application 2020
Please complete and return as a PDF to the U.S. Embassy Luxembourg at LuxembourgPublicAffairs@state.gov as a PDF by midnight on 23 February 2020. 

Name (First, Middle, Last):

Citizenship/s: 

Birthday (MM/DD/YYYY):

City of Birth: 

Country of Birth:

Passport Number:

Country of Residence:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Secondary School or University and Enrollment Status:

English Language Proficiency Reading and Writing (Basic/Intermediate/Advanced):

Describe your extracurricular and volunteer activities:

Have you ever traveled to the United States? If so, please explain:




Essay Question 1 (required): 
Please reply in 500 words or less. 
The United States National Anthem is the Star Spangled Banner dating back to 1814. Some critics argue that this work does not accurately capture the essence of the United States and its role in the world historically and presently. If you were given the opportunity to rewrite the National Anthem for the United States, what major themes and ideals would you include and why? 

Essay Question 2 (required): 
Please reply in 500 words or less. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Why I would like to attend the BFTF program given its specific focus areas, what I will bring to the program and what I hope to gain from the experience. 
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